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® Pushchair. 



® A pushchair has a chassis (10) which includes 
two side members (12, 14), and a pair of seat 
support members (20) each pivotally mounted on a 
respective side member (12, 14). A fabric seat body 
(28) and straps of a harness (44-52) are secured to 
rigid upper and lower seat transverse members (39). 
Releasable clips (40, 42) are provided for securing 



each transverse member (39) so that it extends 
between the seat support members (20), thereby 
enabling the seat body (28) and the harness (44-52) 
to be detached from the seat support members (20) 
of the chassis (1 0) as a single unit. 



< 

CM 

S 

CM 
CM 



Q. 
Ui 



,6 * 




Xerox Copy Centre 



1 



EP 0 422 812 A1 



2 



PUSHCHAIR 



This invention relates to a pushchair of the 
type having a chassis which includes two side 
members, a pair of clamping pivot joints mounted 
on respective side members with their pivot axes 
aligned with each other and each supporting a 
respective seat support member, a fabric seat 
body connected to the seat support members and 
a harness for a seat occupant connected to the 
seat support members. 

A pushchair of this type is disclosed in Patent 
Specification US-A-4542915. The seat body can be 
oriented in either of two alternative positions. In one 
position, an occupant of the seat faces in the 
direction of travel and away from an adult pushing 
the chair. In the other position, the occupant faces 
the adult Movement between these two positions 
involves pushing the fabric seat body through the 
space between the two seat support members, 
which initially leaves the harness on the wrong side 
of the seat body. It is necessary to detach the 
harness and refit it in the correct orientation. This 
operation involves threading the individual straps of 
the harness through openings in the seat body. 
This makes conversion of the pushchair from for- 
ward facing to rearward facing a time-consuming 
and fiddly operation. 

GB-A-21 97784 discloses a pushchair having a 
rigid seat body to which a harness is attached. The 
seat body is detachably secured to a chassis so 
that it can be removed and used separately as a 
car seat 

According to the invention, in a pushchair of 
the foregoing type, the fabric seat body is secured 
to rigid upper and lower seat transverse members, 
straps of the harness are secured to the transverse 
members and releasable clips are provided for 
securing each transverse member so that it ex- 
tends between the seat support members, thereby 
enabling the seat body and the harness to be 
detached from the seat support members of the 
chassis as a single unit. 

Where, in addition to shoulder straps, the har- 
ness has lap straps instead of or in addition to a 
crotch strap, the transverse members are prefer- 
ably interconnected by a pair of side members so 
as to form a rectangular seat frame. The side 
members provide attachment points for the ends of 
the lap straps. In use, each side member is dis- 
posed parallel to and in close proximity to a re- 
spective seat support member. 

The seat support members may be intercon- 
nected by a pair of end members so as to form a 
rectangular seat support frame. This has the advan- 
tage of keeping the two seat support members in 
alignment with each other when the seat is de- 



tached from them. 

An embodiment of the invention will now be 
described, by way of example, with reference to 
the accompanying drawings, in which:- 
5 Figure 1 is a perspective view of a pushchair in 
accordance with the invention, with the seat in 
the forward-facing position; 
Rgure 2 is a perspective view, similar to Figure 
1 but with the seat in the rearward-facing posi- 

w tion; and 

Figures 3 and 4 are exploded perspective views, 
similar to Figures 1 and 2 respectively but 
showing the seat detached from the chassis. 
Referring first to Figures 1 and 2, a pushchair 
is comprises a chassis 10 including side members 12 
and 14, each of which carries a respective pivot 
joint 16, 18, as described in GB-A-2212555. The 
rest of the chassis 10 forms no part of the invention 
and will not be described further. 
20 The pivot joints 16 and 18 support respective 
side members 20, 22 of a rectangular seat support 
frame which also includes a front end member 24 
and a rear end member 26. A fabric seat 28, which 
includes a seat portion 30 and a back rest portion 
25 32, is secured around its periphery to a rectangular 
seat frame 34, the length: of which is the same as 
the length of the side members 20 and 22 of the 
seat support frame and the width of which is such 
that the seat frame 34 can fit between the pivot 
30 joints 16 and 18. On its transverse portion 35 
above the seat back 32, the seat frame 34 has two 
releasable clips 36 and 38, shown in Rgure 2 as 
engaging with the front end member 24 of the seat 
support frame. On its opposite transverse portion 
as 39, the seat frame 34 has two similar clips 40 and 
42 which, when the seat is in the orientation shown 
in Rgure 2, engage with the rear end member 26 
of the seat support frame. 

The seat 28 has a five-part harness, consisting 
40 of two shoulder straps 44 and 46. two lap straps 48 
and 50 and a crotch strap 52 inter-connected by a 
buckle 54. The shoulder straps 44 and 46 and the 
crotch strap 52 project through respective slots in 
the fabric seat 28, while the lap straps 48 and 50 
45 extend round the edges thereof, all five straps 
having their free ends attached to the frame 34. 

When the seat 28 is in the rearward-facing 
position, the clips 36 and 38 are secured to the 
front end member 24 of the seat support frame and 
so the clips 40 and 42 to the rear end member 26 
thereof, as described above. When the seat 28 is 
to be changed to the forward-facing position illus- 
trated in Rgure 1 , the four clips 36, 38, 40 and 42 
are released and the seat 28 detached as illus- 
trated in Rgure 4. The seat 28 is then reversed and 
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offered to the seat support frame 20, 22, 24 and 26 
in the orientation illustrated in Figure 3. The clips 
40 and 42 then engage with the front end member 
24 and the clips 36 and 38 with the rear end 
member 36. The pivot joints 16 and 18 may be s 
released and the seat support frame 20, 22, 24, 26 
pivoted to its new orientation, either before or after 
reversal of the position of the seat 28 thereon. 

Claims 

1. A pushchair having a chassis (10) which includes 
two side members (12, 14), a pair of damping pivot 
joints (16, 18) mounted on respective side mem- 75 
bers (12, 14) with their pivot axes aligned with each 
other and each supporting a respective seat sup- 
port member (20. 22), a fabric seat body (28) 
connected to the seat support members (20. 22) 

and a harness (44-52) for a seat occupant con- 20 
nected to the seat support members (20, 22), 
characterised in that the fabric seat body (28) is 
secured to rigid upper and lower seat transverse 
members (34), straps of the harness (44-52) are 
secured to the transverse members (34) and re- 25 
leasable clips (36-42) are provided for securing 
each transverse member (35, 39) so that it extends 
between the seat support members (20, 22), there- 
by enabling the seat body (28) and the harness 
(44-52) to be detached from the seat support mem- 30 
bers (20, 22) of the chassis (10) as a single unit 

2. A pushchair according to claim 1, wherein the 
transverse members (35, 39) are interconnected by 
a pair of side members so as to form a rectangular 
seat frame (34). & 

3. A pushchair according to claim 1, wherein the 
seat support members (20. 22) are Interconnected 
by a pair of end members (24. 26) so as to form a 
rectangular seat support frame, and the clips (36- 

42) engage with the end members (24. 26). -w 
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